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Smith Mountain Lake, Virginia
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Western Virginia Water Authority Executive Director Gary Robertson (left) and Bedford Regional Water Authority Executive
Director Brian Key hold cups of water from the Smith Mountain Lake Water Treatment Facility for a toast at a dedication ceremony

May 11.

loasting the new tap

"The new water treatment facility treats three million gallons of water from
Smith Mountain Lake per day and can be upgraded to treat up to 12 million.

Wiiliam Woody Jr. with

the Bedford Regional

Water Authority shows

the Smith Mountain Lake
Water Treatment Facilities
membrane filtration system.
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The Bedford Regional
Water Authority and the
Western Virginia Water
Authority dedicated the new
Smith Mountain Lake Water
Treatment Plant on May 11,
almost three years to the day
since the groups signed an
agreement to construct and
jointly own the facility that
now serves customers in Bed-
ford and Franklin counties.

“It was a pleasure to be
a part of this,” said Elmer
Hodge, board chair for the
Bedford Regional Water

Authority. Hodge was joined
by members of both water
authorities at the ceremony.
Members spoke briefly on the
plant and its role in providing
water for the region.

Hodge mentioned the
lake’s 50th anniversary last
year when discussing the
new water treatment plant.
He said that back then the
only plan in building the dam
that would create the lake was
to create electricity for Appa-
lachian Power. Now, 50 years
later, the lake has become an
important resource for water.

“Look at what it has
become now,” Hodge said of
the lake.

The ceremony was the

official unveiling of the new
water treatment plant on Rad-
ford Church Road in Moneta.
The raw water intake pumps
from the lake were turned on
in December to test equip-
ment inside the facility.

The dedication conclud-
ed with a toast by Bedford
Regional Water Authority
Executive Director Brian Key.
Cups of water from the treat-
ment facility were passed out
toattendees at the dedication.

This past month, water
treatment officially began at
the facility. The plant current-
ly treats up to three million
gallons of water per day.

See WATER, 2



briank
Rectangle


WATER

FROM 2

The facility cost $14
million to construct,
which was shared by
the Bedford Regional
Water Authority and
the Western Virgin-
ia Water Authority.
‘Water from the facility
serves customers from
Burnt Chimney to For-
est and locations along
Virginia 122, including
Scruggs Road in West-
lake.

The current facility
has room to expand to
treat six million gal-
lons of water per day to
meet future demands.

The facility also can
be expanded to treat
up to 12 million gallons
per day, which, accord-
ing to Hodge, can meet
the water needs of the
region for the foresee-
able future.




