














From: Autumn <autumnrabbit@proton.me>  
Sent: Thursday, November 20, 2025 10:51 AM 
To: Mike McEvoy <Michael.McEvoy@WesternVaWater.org> 
Subject: Opposed to data center & water use 
 

To the Board of Western VA Water Authority, 
 
I am a resident of Roanoke and I am very concerned about the impacts of the Google data center 
planned for Botetourt County, which is planned to use the water supply from Carvin's Cove. It is 
disappointing and unacceptable that the public has been left in the dark about this plan, when the 
water supply used by the community is directly impacted.  
 
How can Botetourt, Roanoke, and the surrounding hometowns continue to be considered jewels of 
our beautiful mountains, while a data center is allowed to use up our natural resources? The 
detrimental effects of data centers to small towns are well documented at this point. How can we 
hope to bring in tourists and outdoor enthusiasts when the nature that draws them in is placed in 
jeopardy of being irrevocably changed for the worse? 
 
I hope you will choose to protect our water, our environment, and our hometown communities. 
Please hold conversations with experts who can shed light on the entire picture, not just the parts 
that Google wants us all to see, and be more open with the public. Google does not love our 
beautiful natural environment like we do, and so it's our responsibility to act in its best interest and 
protect it. Google owns enough already, don't let them own us too. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Autumn 
Roanoke, VA  
autumnrabbit@proton.me 
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From: Colin Cepuran <cjcepuran@gmail.com> 
Date: Nov 19, 2025 8:40 PM 
Subject: Opposition to Botetourt County Data Center 
To: Mike McEvoy <Michael.McEvoy@WesternVaWater.org> 
Cc:  
 
Dear Mr. McEvoy, 
 
I write you in opposition to the Botetourt County Data Center currently being considered by WVWA 
and to request a public forum on the data center.  
 
Research done by the EPA highlights that Southwest Virginia already has some of the highest rates 
of water unaffordability in the Eastern United States. Google's Data Center construction would 
exacerbate this trend in a time when so many families are already buckling under the cost of living 
crisis. 
 
Furthermore, the data center would do irreparable harm to Carvin's Cove, depleting its levels far 
below its already low state. It's unsurprising that google has worked so hard to avoid disclosing their 
estimated water usage: they know that it residents of the area could see the environmental costs 
they would oppose the data center. The section of the Appalachian Trail that surrounds Carvin's 
Cove is one of the most popular weekend destinations in the area, bringing business traffic and tax 
dollars from the whole area into Roanoke. This will doubtlessly cease when Carvin's Cove becomes 
Carvin's dirt patch. 
 
I moved to Roanoke City from Michigan, which despite its proximity to the Great Lakes has become 
known across the country for its toxic water supply. I can tell you from my own experience and the 
experience of my former neighbors that our water supply is a vital resource that must be protected. 
 
Please do the right thing and do all in your power to oppose the data center and open forums for 
public comment on the project. 
 
Thank you for your time, 
 
Colin Cepuran 
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From: Maria DeNunzio <mdenunzio8@gmail.com>  
Sent: Wednesday, November 19, 2025 10:38 PM 
To: Mike McEvoy <Michael.McEvoy@WesternVaWater.org>; Gayle Shrewsbury 
<Gayle.Shrewsbury@WesternVaWater.org> 
Subject: Citizen opinion on AI data center 
 

To the board of the Western Virginia Water Authority:  
My name is Dr. Maria DeNunzio, and I am writing to share my significant opposition to the proposed 
Botetourt County artificial intelligence (AI) data center. I'm a resident of Roanoke City with a deep 
love for the unique mountains, rivers, plants, and wildlife in our region. The impacts of the proposed 
AI center on these natural features is not well understood, largely because of the novelty of such 
centers and because of the less than forthcoming public information campaign provided by your 
organization.  
I am a resident of Roanoke because of the abundance and quality of our natural resources, and I 
am deeply fearful that the AI data center will lead to the destruction of local ecosystems. I purchase 
a season pass to Carvin's Cove yearly, and spend multiple days a month recreating on the 
reservoir and trails. The Western Virginia Water Authority has not provided damage mitigation plans 
to the public. What will happen to the best parts of Roanoke when there is an inevitable 
construction or operations mishap? 
I am a research scientist who specializes in policy equity for people and planet. In addition to my 
personal opposition to the AI data center, my professional opinion is that this data center will 
disproportionately harm the most vulnerable residents of our region. When vulnerable 
communities lose access to an essential resource, such as clean water, entrenched disparities in 
health and social outcomes are often exacerbated. Effects from climate change also compound 
these disparities, and it is well-established that AI data centers drive processes that contribute to 
climate change.  
In closing, I urge you to stop progress on the AI data center. The risk is too high for harms to our 
beloved region and neighbors.  
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have questions or would like to discuss.  
Sincerely,  
Maria DeNunzio, PhD, MS 
717-468-8108 
 

   



From: Caits Fitzpatrick <caits.fitzpatrick@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 11:22 AM 
To: Mike McEvoy <Michael.McEvoy@WesternVaWater.org> 
Subject: Google AI Data Center Concerns 
 

Hello Mr. McEvoy or To Whom It May Concern, 
 
I am writing to express my deep concern over the planned Google AI Data Center in Botetourt 
County and to urge you to please reconsider this endeavor for the betterment of Botetourt, Roanoke 
and all surrounding areas.  
 
My husband and I moved to the Roanoke Valley two years ago and I we instantly fell in love with 
the sense of community and caring in this region that seems to be  rapidly fading from so many 
other places. To bring something like the AI Data Center here would disrupt and ultimately destroy 
what makes the region so special. I'm concerned about the impact it will have on Carvin's Cove, on 
residents' utility bills and access to water, and on the morals of our leadership.  
 
If building the AI Data Center is inevitable, then the community at least deserves access to ample 
information, full transparency and understanding, as well as a commitment to not allow it to disrupt 
residents' lives in financial or daily ways.  
 
How will google’s water use be monitored? Will those records be public? What will happen if they 
violate their terms? Who will be responsible for the cost of added infrastructure needs? What if 
google’s water needs increase? What does this mean for residents drinking water supply? Who gets 
priority access to the water supply in the case of a drought? Will google be paying the same rate as 
residential consumers? Are the most effective technologies for water conservation being used by 
google? What does this mean for the ecosystem of Carvin’s Cove? 
 
I am unable to attend the board meeting this Thursday and still wanted to express my concerns. I 
hope you will take this feedback openly and know that these concerns stem from a deep love for 
our home and a lifelong detestation of greed.  
 
 
Caits Fitzpatrick  
caits.fitzpatrick@gmail.com | (720) 579-1749  
 
Explore | Create | Be Weird 
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From: Thomas Spencer <tlspencer.4512@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, November 18, 2025 9:55 AM 
To: Mike McEvoy <Michael.McEvoy@WesternVaWater.org> 
Subject: AI Data Center Water/Electricity Concerns 
 

Good Morning Mr. Mcevoy,  
 
I'm writing to you as a concerned resident of the Roanoke Valley, a customer of the WVWA, and a 
member of the community that relies on Carvin's Cove. I want to express my concerns with the 
possibility of an AI data center relying on the water from Carvin's Cove and the surrounding area. 
 
I am aware of a Non-disclosure agreement between the water-authority and Google that will hide 
details of how much and how the water itself will be used for the data center. 
 
I come from a family of electricians. My wife is a IBEW member, and I currently work as an 
employee that helps electrical cooperatives with their control house systems across the east coast 
of the USA.  
 
I understand how much power & water this new data center will use as well as the possible jobs 
that may be created for the citizens of the Roanoke Valley. Based upon facts and information that I 
cannot openly disclose, giving this data center access to the water supplies in the Roanoke area 
will cause much more harm than good for the people of Roanoke.  
 
I strongly urge you to preserve the way of life for Roanoke's citizens.  
 
Thank you for your time. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Thomas Spencer 
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