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Western Virginia Water Authority Board Authorizes Agreements
for Water Supply and Infrastructure Planning and Development Services,
and Utility Services Funding

ROANOKE, VA –  On September 10, 2025, the Western Virginia Water Authority (Authority) Board of Directors authorized execution of two agreements to plan for and implement improved water infrastructure and capacity for the regional utility’s service area. The first agreement, with Botetourt County (County), will enable the Authority to study and develop new water supply sources to meet the growing needs of the County and the surrounding region, with the County funding the majority of this expense. The second agreement, with Google, will enable the Authority to develop new, efficient and sustainable water infrastructure solutions, solely at the company’s expense. 

The Authority was formed in 2004 to meet the water and wastewater needs of residential and business customers, and that mission is still just as important today.  Protecting and managing essential water resources while being leaders in regional cooperation are core tenets of that mission and vision. In its 20-year history, the Authority has been proud to support other regional economic development successes, such as the growth of Coca Cola Consolidated, expansions of Carilion Roanoke Memorial Hospital as well as the Fralin Biomedical Institute, the Summit View Business Park including the recent groundbreaking of Traditional Medicinals, utility support for the Green Ridge Recreation Center and the Wood Haven Technology Park, assistance to various businesses in the Roanoke Centre for Industry & Technology and the Roanoke County Center for Research & Technology, as well as management of ongoing utility renovations at Riverdale.      

“The Authority started providing water service to the Botetourt Center at Greenfield when the County became a member locality in 2015.  Since then, Greenfield has seen explosive growth including new businesses Eldor Group, New Belgium Brewing Company, Munters, Pratt Industries, and expansion of Altec Industries.  The Authority is proud of its efforts to support these businesses and looks forward to working with Google to meet its utility infrastructure needs” said Mike McEvoy, Executive Director of the Authority.   

[bookmark: _GoBack]The contract with Botetourt County creates a partnership to develop new water supplies.  The Authority already has multiple water sources and treatment capacity to meet the water demand of customers in our service area.  These include the 6.4-billion gallon Carvins Cove Reservoir and the 3.2-billion gallon Spring Hollow Reservoir.  This variety of water sources, including other reservoirs and groundwater, located in different parts of the service area, contribute toward the water system’s resiliency.  Effective management of these sources has meant the Authority has not had to implement its drought contingency plan during its 20-year history.  While Carvins Cove will be the initial source of water for the data center site, many options for new source water development and potential non-potable re-use options will be studied for serving the Botetourt Center at Greenfield and other possible non-consumptive uses in the region.  With Botetourt’s support, the water supply for the Roanoke Valley will be increased, securing the economic future for the region.  
The Authority worked closely with Botetourt County and Google during the site selection process to understand and balance their utilty needs with the essential service we provide all customers.  Those discussions led to an agreement that specifies that Google will be responsible for its infrastructure needs, water use and wastewater discharges just like any other customer in the service area.

While water supply is the most important role of Carvins Cove, the Authority also understands the critical function that the reservoir and Carvins Cove Natural Reserve provides to the valley for recreation and tourism.  The Authority actively works to protect the Carvins Cove Reservoir and does not anticipate impacts to recreation opportunities.  The need to preserve the drinking water supply, recreational options, and tourism benefits of Carvins Cove has been shared with Google throughout their site selection process and are preserved in the agreement.

Through effective management of the valley’s water supply and distribution infrastructure, the Authority has met, and continues to meet, the drinking water needs of our expanding service area while positioning the region for future economic growth. 


 ###

ABOUT THE WESTERN VIRGINIA WATER AUTHORITY
The Western Virginia Water Authority employs over 300 employees to provide drinking water for the City of Roanoke and the Counties of Roanoke, Franklin and Botetourt, the Towns of Boones Mill and Vinton and through contract services the Towns of Fincastle and New Castle.   Sanitary wastewater service is provided for the greater Roanoke Valley.  Additional information on the Authority is available on our website at www.westernvawater.org.
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